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Principal’s Message:

Happy November everyone!  I always try to take a few deep breaths during this time of year,
slow down, and remember everything that I am thankful for.  I am so thankful for a wonderful
school to come to each and every day.  I am thankful for great teachers and staff that love our
kids! I am thankful for an incredible group of parents that support our school and help make this
place what it is!  Most of all I am thankful for the amazing children that you share with us each
and every day!  They light up our world here!  I hope you all have the opportunity to slow down
over the Thanksgiving weekend and enjoy some time together.  I can tell you all first hand that
they grow up very quickly so be thankful for the moments you have together!

Playground Color Scheme Vote:
We are so excited that the Town of Normal will be replacing the entire playground out back
which is officially known as Carden Park.  The playground will be redone this summer so it will
be ready for the 2022-23 school year!  Through our partnership with the Town they have allowed
our entire student and staff group to vote for the color scheme for the new playground.  We were
given three different options and each student and staff member were given a vote.  In a close
vote the “Shine” color scheme was the winner.  The children will tell you it is the one with
orange, green and blue!!
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I am also excited to announce that our parent group (P.I.E.C.E.) will be adding a mini whirl to
the playground as well!  Thank you P.I.E.C.E. for adding to this project!  This will be something
the kids at our school and neighborhood will enjoy for years to come!

McDonalds Partnership
We are excited to announce that we have once again formed a partnership with the local
McDonald’s Corporation!  Prairieland Elementary will be partnered with the McDonalds on
College Avenue in Normal.  Starting on Sunday, November 7 and continuing for the next two
weeks, the school will get .25 cents back on every Happy Meal that is purchased!  So if you are
thinking about getting McDonald’s in the next two weeks….consider some Happy Meals.  Your
students should be bringing home information regarding this on Friday, November 5!

Volunteers:
This year we are allowed to have volunteers in the building in very limited amounts.  If a teacher
is in need of a volunteer during the year they may be reaching out for your assistance.  We then
will make sure the volunteers have gone through the appropriate steps to be cleared.  Please note
that volunteers must provide proof of vaccination in order to volunteer within the building.

PBIS:  Positive Behavior Intervention & Supports:

PBIS is the system we use to provide an overall structure for behavior within our classrooms and
school.   Each month throughout the year we emphasize basic vocabulary and affirmations.
During the month of October our word was “Respect.”  We talked each day about respecting our
teachers and adults, respecting our friends and peers, and respecting our property..  Each month



students can earn a fun “Out of the Blue” activity.  At the end of October we had a virtual Bingo
game! This has become an annual tradition at our school.  We have actually found that it is even
more fun to do it virtual!  Stay tuned for the next out of the blue coming in a couple of weeks!

Masks:

Overall our kids continue to do a nice job wearing their masks. One of the most important things
is to make sure your child has a mask that fits their face properly so it can stay up over their nose
and mouth. We have been trying to remind our students to take their masks home for cleaning,
or if they are using disposable masks to use a new one when the old one gets dirty. Also, it is
very helpful to put several extra masks in your child’s backpack in case they forget one in the
car, or need a clean one during the day.  Thanks for your help with this.

Twitter:
Follow us on twitter for quick updates on upcoming events, as well as highlights of the fun
things that are happening. Our twitter handle is @PrairielandUni5 if you would like to follow us.
You will also see district updates as well on our feed!

After School Programs & Daycare Communication:

If you have a student(s) in the after school program or go to a daycare, I ask that you please
contact those providers to let them know that your child(s) will not be attending.  Whether you
have taken them for an appointment, or they are gone all together, it really helps at the end of the
day if they have been contacted to let them know they won’t be in attendance.  Thanks for your
help with this.

Upcoming Calendar Events:

November

7 Daylight Savings Time Ends-Set your clock back one hour

10 Late Start-school starts one hour later than usual at 8:45.  School still dismisses at
2:30

11 Veterans Day

17 Pastry Fundraiser Delivery Day!!!

23 Last Day before Thanksgiving Break

24-28 Thanksgiving Break!

December

8 Late Start

20 - Jan 3  Winter Break

4 School Resumes




